
Keynote Address
Dwayne Mayes

Director, Howie the Harp 
Peer Advocacy and Training Center

Legislator of the Year

Distinguished Service Award
U.S. Senator Benjamin L. Cardin

Members of the General Assembly are guests of MHAMD

2010
Annual Legislative Reception

THE MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION OF MARYLAND

February 17, 2010  
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Westin Annapolis
100 Westgate Circle

Annapolis, MD

Delegate Sue Kullen

71
1 W

. 4
0t

h 
St

re
et

, S
ui

te
 4

60
Ba

lti
m

or
e,

 M
D

 2
12

11

N
O

N
PR

O
FI

T 
O

RG
.

U
.S

. P
O

ST
AG

E
PA

ID
PE

RM
IT

 #
13

26
BA

LT
IM

O
RE

, M
D

This year’s Legislative Reception will focus on 
the central issue of our time: the budget. For 
all but a few of us, the current recession is the 
most severe downturn in our lifetimes, yet the 
cyclical nature of the economy and its impact 
on state budgeting is nothing new. Ironically, 
at the very time that need for publicly funded 
care rises due to unemployment and other 
symptoms of recession, there are less funds 
available to meet these needs. Vulnerable 
populations suffer. Surely there must be a 
better way.

Moderated by WYPR’s “Maryland Morning” 
host, Sheilah Kast, our budget panel will query 
elected officials and fiscal experts on long term 
solutions to the cyclical budget crisis:

•  Why is Maryland’s Triple AAA bond 
rating so important and what is the 
appropriate use for the state rainy day 
fund? 

•  Should future Medicaid surpluses be 
set aside and earmarked so that health 
care needs can be met when the economy 
spirals downward? 

•  Are state budget cuts fairly apportioned? 
 
•  What are appropriate revenue solutions 
to ensure urgent human service needs are 
met?

Our panelists will present diverse perspectives 
on these and other questions in a lively and 
thought provoking discussion.
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Keynote Address Registration
Complete the form below and mail or fax it back to 
MHAMD, or register online at www.mhamd.org.

Please indicate number of tickets below:

____ Legislator/Guest of MHAMD
____ $60/ticket
____ $80/ticket and individual’s name in 
	 program as an individual PATRON
____ $160/ticket and individual’s name in 
	 program as an individual SPONSOR

Dwayne Mayes
Director, Howie the Harp 
Peer Advocacy and Training Center

          I cannot attend the event but please accept my 
donation to support the essential work of MHAMD.

Check for $________________ is enclosed.
(Please make check payable to MHAMD.)

All but the $34.50 dinner is tax deductible. To request 
disability-related accommodations, call Lisa Palmer at 
410-235-1178, ext. 207/voice, TTY users call Maryland 
Relay by February 5, 2010. 

Name
(Individual Sponsors/Patrons: Please print your name as you wish 
it to appear in the program. For information on organizational 
sponsorship, please contact Erin Leatherwood, eleatherwood@
mhamd.org or 410-235-1187, ext. 202 or visit our website at 
www.mhamd.org.  Deadline for insertion is February 5, 2010.)

Organization
Address
City			   State	         Zip
Phone			   Fax
Email

Deadline:	 February 5, 2010
Return to:	 Mental Health Association 
		  of Maryland
		  711 W. 40th Street, Suite 460
		  Baltimore, MD 21211
		  Phone: 410-235-1178
		  Fax: 410-235-1180
		  or register online at 
		  www.mhamd.org

The unemployment rate among adults 
with serious mental illness is a striking 90 
percent—the highest of any group of people 
with disabilities. For those who have been 
incarcerated and who also have a psychiatric 
condition, the rate is even higher. 

One man, a consumer himself, envisioned a 
different reality—one based on the concept 
that people with psychiatric disabilities do not 
have to be relegated to menial, low-paying jobs, 
but can find meaningful work that pays a living 
wage. Today, that vision has become an award-
winning peer-to-peer training program lovingly 
named for its founder,  “Howie the Harp” Geld. 
The Howie the Harp Peer Advocacy and Training 
Center is recognized as a national model and 
is being replicated in communities throughout 
the country as one solution to fractured mental 
health services and prison recidivism.

Be moved and inspired by Dwayne Mayes, a 
graduate of the Howie the Harp Center’s training 
program and its current director. The Howie the 
Harp Center helps people living with mental 
illness who have been incarcerated train for, 
find and sustain paid employment in the human 
service field—including the prison system. 

Schedule of Events

4:30 p.m. 	 Budget Panel

5:30 p.m. 	 Buffet reception & cash bar

6:30 p.m. 	 Keynote address & awards

7:30 p.m. 	 Adjourn

(continued)

After a brief preview of expected mental health 
legislation, our buffet reception and cash bar 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. During the reception, 
there will be an opportunity to gather more 
information on legislation, interact with bill 
sponsors and organizational representatives, 
and most importantly, get involved. We will 
wrap up with our keynote address and awards 
ceremony at 6:30 p.m.  

Please note that we have moved to a new 
location: the Annapolis Westin.  We look 
forward to an exciting event this year and to 
your participation!
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